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THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 COMMUNITY
BUILDERS BREAKFAST SPONSORS!

BRIDGING SPONSORS

CONVENING SPONSORS

CONNECTING SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR
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AGENDA

MUSICAL OPENING

WELCOME

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

TABLE CONNECTIONS 

INAUGURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD

CALL TO ACTION & NEXT STEPS

MUSICAL CLOSING

SCAN TO DONATE!
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ELY PORTILLO, MODERATOR
Ely Portillo is the Senior Editor for News and planning at 
WFAE, Charlotte’s NPR news source. He is also the 
interim editor for race and equity coverage. Before 
joining WFAE in 2022, he worked at the UNC Charlotte 
Urban Institute, and prior to that was a journalist at the 
Charlotte Observer. A graduate of Harvard University and 
UNC-Chapel Hill, he lives in Charlotte with his wife and 
two children.  Ely is a graduate of LDI Class 19.

CHARIS BLACKMON
Charis Blackmon is one of the highest-profile champions 
of affordable housing in Charlotte-Mecklenburg.  She 
currently serves as Executive Director of West Side 
Community Land Trust, and is responsible for generating 
initiatives that allow residents of historically Black urban 
neighborhoods beset by gentrification to remain in place.

KENNY ROBINSON
Kenny Robinson is the Founder/Executive Director of 
Freedom Fighting Missionaries.  He strives to assist 
formerly incarcerated and criminal justice-involved 
persons with reentry by achieving self-sufficiency.  By 
believing in the power of second chances, and by 
building relationships and partnerships in our community 
- Kenny and Freedom Fighting Missionaries are giving 
those in need the best chance for a successful new start.

LOU TROSCH
Lou Trosch, Jr., is a Superior Court Judge in the 26th 
Judicial District in Mecklenburg County.  He served as 
District Court Judge from 1999-2018.   Judge Trosch 
co-chaired Race Matters for Juvenile Justice, an initiative 
dedicated to reducing racial and ethnic disparities in the 
court system, from 2010-2020. He was instrumental in 
CBI's early work with the court system,  and is a graduate 
of LDI Class 16.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
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TABLE CONNECTIONS

Introduce yourself and share what brings you here this morning.

Now that you've heard our panel of Community Builders: 
WHAT IS YOUR VERB?  

Write your verb on the fan provided.
Feel free to take a photo with your table mates!

You can share on social media using the
hashtag #CommunityBuildingIsAVerb

What would support you to be more courageous
in your own community building?

1.

2.

3.

SCAN TO DONATE!

My Verb Is...



2023 COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
JAMES E. FERGUSON, II
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James E. Ferguson, II was born in Asheville, North Carolina into the Jim Crow South, in 
the late 1950s. He began his journey toward justice in high school as a leader of local 
citywide desegregation efforts. With fellow students, he formed the Asheville Student 
Committee On Racial Equality and attended the founding meeting of the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee in Raleigh, NC in 1960.
 
Ferguson, who became Student Body President at North Carolina College for Negroes 
(now North Carolina Central University), graduated in 1964. He then graduated from 
Columbia University Law School in 1967 and settled in Charlotte as a founding member 
of NC’s first integrated law firm, Ferguson, Stein, and Chambers. 

In the early 1970’s Ferguson led the defense in one of NC’s most well-known trials, the 
Wilmington Ten, in which he secured Pardons of Innocence for each defendant.

In 1986 he established a legal training program in Apartheid-era South Africa, 
continuing throughout the presidency of Nelson Mandela. Ferguson was also a leader 
of the Trial Advocacy Program for Black Lawyers of South Africa.

Seen in “The Trials of Darryl,” a documentary of Darryl Hunt, Ferguson won a judicial 
declaration of innocence after Hunt’s nearly 20 years in prison for a wrongful 
conviction. Ferguson also recently obtained commutations, from death sentences to 
life imprisonment, in the four cases decided under NC’s Racial Justice Act.

In 2018 Ferguson filed and resolved a police misconduct action against the City of 
Asheville. He now works with experts, leaders and residents in Charlotte, to apply the 
same philosophy in pursuit of healing in both communities.

Ferguson is in every edition of The Best Lawyers in America. He was featured in The 
National Law Journal as a top 10 litigator in the country. He was featured in the 
Charlotte Observer as “The Lawyer Lawyers Come to See” and recognized as a Super 
Lawyer by Super Lawyers Magazine. He is a member of Inner Circle, 100 of the best 
plaintiffs’ lawyers in the country.

Ferguson joined Emily Zimmern as co-chair of the Leadership Team of the Community 
Building Task Force in April 1997. His leadership and guidance established the 
foundational work upon which CBI continues to operate today.
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NOTES
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Cathy Armstrong
STRATEGIC HR BUSINESS PARTNER, 
ADVOCATE HEALTH

Jeep Bryant
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

Carola Cárdenas, Chair
DIRECTOR, WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIPS & 
OUTREACH, GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF 
SOUTHERN PIEDMONT

Ron Turner Diaz
SENIOR STRATEGIST, CORPORATE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, ADVOCATE HEALTH

Ray Feaster
CLINICAL PHYSICIAN EXECUTIVE, 
NOVANT HEALTH

Sara Garcès Roselli
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & FOUNDER, 
REVTECH LABS FOUNDATION

Caroline Griffin, Treasurer
PARTNER,    
PRICE WATERHOUSE COOPERS

Claudette Grose
MANAGING DIRECTOR, HEAD OF ADVICE & 
SERVICING DIGITAL STOREFRONT, TIAA

Steven Johnson
GLOBAL DIRECTOR, CULTURE, DIVERSITY & 
INCLUSION, LOWE’S COMPANY

Joshua Lanning
ATTORNEY,    
MOORE & VAN ALLEN

Troy Leo, Vice Chair
VICE CHIEF OF CARDIOLOGY, 
SANGER HEART & VASCULAR INSTITUTE
ADVOCATE HEALTH

Janeen Bryant
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Annetta Watkins Foard
HR & PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Christi Lee
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

STAFF

Witnie A. Martinez
FOUNDER & CEO,
ABSOLUTE IMPACT CONSULTING

Diana McAfee
SENIOR VP,  REGIONAL HR DIRECTOR, 
FIFTH THIRD BANK

Rick McDermott, Immediate 
Past Chair
PRINCIPAL,    
MCDERMOTT IP LAW

Justin Perry
PRINCIPAL,    
JUSTIN PERRY COUNSELING, LLC

Liana Prinsloo
SENIOR MANAGER,
DELOITTE & TOUCHE, LLP

Derrick Ramos, Secretary
ASSISTANT COUNTY MANAGER, 
MECKLENBURG COUNTY

Sean Robinson
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, LENDING SERVICES 
EXECUTIVE, US BANK

Osei Sencherey
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER & CONTROLLER, 
HCM UNLOCKED

Lacey Williams
DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION STRATEGY & 
PROGRAMS MANAGER, CITY OF CHARLOTTE

Keva Womble
SENIOR VP, COMMUNITY RELATIONS,
BANK OF AMERICA

Martha Yesowitch
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS LEADER, 
CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG LIBRARY

Eugene Young
VP, GLOBAL FUNDING,
WELLS FARGO BANK N.A.

Mary Jose (MJ) Espinosa
EQUITY SPECIALIST


