
WAKE UP

Stories lodge in our DNA
Serve to acknowledge and reconcile a 
painful past,
(WAKE UP)

Hundreds of years
Still shedding hundreds of bloody 
tears
for the masses
The Descendants of the middle 
passage
Ravaged by savage blows
A history this Southern city knows
Well
Yet so easily denies,
Blood vessels ruptured like lies,
Tribalized
Torn into separate parts
Concerned more about our wealth
Than we are about our hearts.

(WAKE UP)

(MUSICAL INTERLUDE)

Twisted tongues struggle to speak 
the language that brands them as 
“other”
While whispering in familial tones in 
the dialect of their mother country
STUDENTS SPEAK
Annexed from a path of being free to 
civilly engage in the same democracy 
that has benefitted from their human 
resources
IMMIGRANTS SPEAK
We have to wake up and
Interrupt those trends (Wake Up)
This is where the reconciliation 
begins.

We are the keepers of our sisters and 
brothers

We have to AWAKEN our human 
responsibility to one another.

INTERRUPT

Stories lodged in our DNA
Serve to acknowledge the current 
realities of our present,
(INTERRUPT)

50th out of 50
in economic mobility,
paints a bleak picture for the poor

50th out of 50
Leaves a large demand for
So Much more

50th out of 50
Constitutes promises broken

50th out of 50
Speaks of trivial tokens

50th out of 50
Signals Corruption

50th out of 50
Demands a Disruption

We must disrupt our naiveté
and paint our palates with poverty
to understand
just what it tastes like
to be poor.

It is not hard to imagine
The face of despair
When on almost every city corner,
Stained hands and hungry eyes, stare, 
prompting averted gazes.
Imagine ourselves trading places 
with those faces.

Many, whose needs are
made manifest in utero,
go neglected and abandoned
because of the status quo.

We have to RISE UP and
INTERRUPT those trends
This is where the disruption begins

STEP UP

Stories lodged in our DNA
Reimagine the possibilities
for our future,
(STEP UP)

Where,
redlined by design,
Residential segregation
No longer exists

Where inadequate schools and poor 
social capital
No longer persists

Where inequalities in wages
Don’t correlate with differences
in races
and comfort levels
in diverse spaces

Where the anchor of humanness
invites everyone in?
Gives everyone a seat at the table?
Celebrates the many hues of 
everyone’s skin

Amplifies every voice?
Breeds confidence that every child 
has a viable choice
to equitably access
paths to prosperity
in a city free
from fear and hostility

Those divides, that divide us
Are manmade barriers,
durably constructed

Through Transformative Equity
We Can breach those barriers
If forcefully disrupted.

We are the keepers of our sisters and 
brothers
We have to STEP UP and fulfill our 
human responsibility to one another.
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It wasn't until she was 13 and published 
a book of poetry that Eboné Lockett even 
considered herself a "poet.”  In 
collaboration with Trinity College, her 
middle school held a book publishing 
contest and her collection of poems 
won.  Thus, with an adolescent affinity 
for alliteration, "The Classy Collection of 
Catastrophic Poems" was born!  

 “Another thing that was evident early on in life was that I was born 
with a "rebel-utionary" spirit,” she writes.  I have always despised and 
taken a stand against injustice, and I learned- and continue to learn- 
the power of words during times of resistance.  Marry the two 
revelations, and I have been writing and performing activism through 
poetry for the majority of my life.”

Winner of national awards, Eboné has performed solo and as a 
member of an ensemble with diverse groups and contributed to the 
national and international voice of poetry through WestChester 
University, Poetry by the Sea and a host of community engagements.  
She has written and performed multicultural, multi-lingual poetry with 
her students at both West Mecklenburg High School and CATO Middle 
College High School and believes that engaging in, and building, 
community is an essential outcome of the artistic expressions of 
performance poetry.

Eboné has also served as the Mecklenburg District Coordinator for 
Poetry Out Loud (a National Recitation Contest created by the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation) since 2007 and 
coached the 2010 NC State Champion to Nationals. This past summer 
she studied under the tutelage of current NC State Poet Laureate Jaki 
Shelton-Green during a writing retreat in Morocco. She currently 
teaches English at Cato Middle College High School, applying her 
pedagogy and love for literacy and learning to lead in the classroom, at 
her school and in her local, national and global communities. 

Website: ladylockett.weebly.com/
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